
ROCHDALE NORTH TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
Monday 13th September 2021 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor O’Neill (Chair) Councillors Ali Ahmed, Iftikhar Ahmed, 
Ali, Iram Faisal, Gartside, Heakin, Holly, Rachel Massey, Rana, Wazir and 
Winkler 
 
OFFICERS:  V. White (Neighbourhoods Directorate), W. Poole (Economy 
Directorate) and A. James (Resources Directorate) 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Sergeant Walsh (Greater Manchester Police 
(GMP)) and two members of the public. 
 

10 MINUTES 
Resolved: 
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Rochdale North Township Committee 
held on 10th August 2021 be approved and signed as a correct record.. 
 

11 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interests. 
 

12 URGENT ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
There were no urgent items of business. 
 

13 OPEN FORUM 
The following matter was raised as part of the Open Forum: 
 

a) Rochdale Pensioners Association – Meeting Venue 
Garry Basnett and Emily Bannister, from the Rochdale Pensioners 
Association, informed the Committee that following the closure of Rochdale 
Town Hall for refurbishment, the Association needed a meeting venue, as 
following the lifting of Covid restrictions it was intended to start in person 
meetings again. Also, on completion of the refurbishment of the Town Hall, if it 
would be possible to resume meetings there. 
 
The Townships and Communities Manager informed the Committee that as 
the question had been submitted in advance of the meeting, following 
discussion with the Facilities Management Service, it had been agreed that 
the Pensioners Association could have a free let at Number One Riverside for 
their meetings. 
 
Further consideration of resuming meetings at the Town Hall would be given 
in due course. 
 
The Committee thanked the Pensioners Association for the valuable work 
they undertook. 
 
 



14 GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE - TOWNSHIP UPDATE 
Sergeant Walsh (Greater Manchester Police (GMP)) updated the Township 
Committee on activities and initiatives that were being undertaken by GMP in 
the Rochdale North Township, including details of specific initiatives being 
undertaken in each Ward. 
 
Members of the Committee expressed their thanks to GMP officers and 
support staff for their work in and across the Township during the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
 
Resolved: 

1. That the Greater Manchester Police update be noted and welcomed. 
2. That the thanks of the Committee be extended to GMP Officers and 

support staff for their work in the Township during the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

 
15 LOWER FALINGE SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT (SPD) 

The Committee considered a report of the Cabinet Member for Economy and 
Communications/Director of Economy which summarised the outcome of the 
public consultation on the draft Lower Falinge Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD) and the Council’s response to these, and recommended 
Township approved the amended SPD for the consideration of Cabinet for 
adoption. 
 
Alternatives considered: 
If the SPD was not adopted it could undermine a co-ordinated place making 
strategy for Rochdale’s Lower Falinge area - instead any proposed re-
development would have to be dealt with through stand-alone planning 
applications. Proposals for investment and development would also have to 
be considered on a piecemeal basis. Rehousing residents within the local 
area, close to their existing home and the Town Centre, would become 
challenging, and housing market failure would not be addressed. There was a 
risk that the opportunity for a significant number of new homes to be built 
within this area, adjacent to the Town Centre, if the SPD was not delivered. 
 
Resolved: 

1. That the representations received in response to the consultation on 
the draft Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) be noted and that 
the amendments included in the revised document and the Schedule of 
Comments included within the Statement of Consultation be agreed. 
 

2 That Cabinet be recommended to adopt the revised Lower Falinge 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). 

 
Reasons for the recommendation 
 
To agree to the amended SPD to allow the formal adoption of the SPD at 
Cabinet under regulation 14 of the Town and Country Planning (Local 
Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 and section 23 of the Planning and 



Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, which will be afforded weight as a material 
planning consideration. 
  
 


